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Rutland, VT



Wonderfeet Kids' Museum
2022 Impact statement

Over 14,000 visitors in 2022 - comparable to pre-pandemic
visitor rates - spending time and money in our local downtown

and businesses

How does your local children's museum impact the area's
families and economy?

Over 700 local students received Wonderfeet programming in
their schools or during field trips to the museum



Wonderfeet partnered with Come Alive Outsiide, Let's Grow Kids,
Rutland County Parent Child Center, Rutland Free Library, 
Rutland County Boys & Girls Club, Rutland Area Robotics, 
Partners for Prevention, Rutland Mental Health Services, 

Rutland Regional Medical Center, and The Mint 
to provide community events and programs in 2022

76 families visited the museum using a Local
Library Lending Pass

125 families received reduced-cost Family
Museum Memberships

Over 1,000 visits during FREE community events such as
Friday Night Live and the Downtown Rutland Tree Lighting

128 visits were conducted by social workers
and social service agencies connecting

families through the healing power of play!

Over 800 attendees to our FREE weekly postpartum support and
play group, It Takes a Village



On Christmas Eve of 2021, a small team from Wonderfeet met with a local family to share
our vision for expanding our impact on kids and families in Rutland County by building a
new Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum in Downtown Rutland. As three generations of the family
listened to the mission and vision of the Wonderfeet team, it became clear that expanded
space and programming that supports families with young kids was needed and vital for
Rutland. The ball had already started rolling when Wonderfeet had been approached by
Green Mountain Power to consider repurposing their Energy Innovation Center building
on Merchant’s Row in Rutland. 

With the initial support and vision
from this family and the support
from a broad range of sponsors
like you, this vision is now a
reality. The science is clear, kids
have the best chance in life when
they share their earliest years with
adults who are loving and engaged
and that play is the best way to
help young minds grow!
Wonderfeet was fortunate to be
offered this opportunity by Green
Mountain Power - but turning this
opportunity into a new museum
would not be possible without
support of our community, A year later, we have completed

designs on five new exhibits
with another three exhibits in
the works. Demolition, lighting,
and painting are all underway.
We’ve even started moving over
our current exhibits.



We're happy to share a sneak preview of some of our new exhobits with you!

You already know our signature
exhibit - the interactive steam train
engine. Children will now also enjoy a
caboose with a cargo bay and
passenger seating. They will role play
in the new station building, buying
and purchasing tickets, wheeling
around luggage, and manning the
engine room.

Our youngest guests will have a dedicated area “down on the farm”. In the gated farmyard,
there will be soft mats for climbing and playing, a felt vegetable garden, an interactive
tractor sensory board, and a grove of apple trees with apples that can really be picked! 

Just outside the gate will be a
farmhouse with a porch, rocking
chairs, and a coop of chickens that
lay eggs that children will collect.

 At the Farmer’s Market, children
will sell and buy fruits and
vegetables which can also be carted
over to the train to be shipped out
or diner to be cooked and served.



At the Killington mountain playground, kids
will explore a unique three dimensional
landscape that reflects the skyline of the
mountain landscape. Each nook of the
structure will house different experiences that
encourage children to test their gross motor
skills and explore the forces of motion and
gravity. They will also test out seasonal
activities like mountain biking and
snowboarding.

Still under design, is an interactive energy
robot that allows children and their families
to explore electricity. In this multi-level
exhibit, kids will not only generate power
through their own motion, but they will also
experiment with circuits as they light up and
electrify various elements of the structure.

Right in the center of town, kids will find
themselves driving a Casella recycling truck.
When they pull a lever, they will dump
recyclables onto a turntable where they can
collect and sort objects before dropping
them into matching portholes. In addition to
navigating the puzzle “GPS” map and
controlling the back-up cameras and
headlights, kids can also operate a “robotic”
sorting arm on the processing platform!



We know that you are approached every year with worthy causes. We truly appreciate that
you have chosen to support Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum. 

Sincerely,

Danielle Monroe, Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum Executive Director

We look forward to opening our doors on Merchants Row in May and will be sharing with
you plans for an exciting grand opening celebration in the Fall of 2023 that will include all
of Downtown Rutland. We hope you can be there with us to share in the joy that you have
helped to bring to our community!

As we close in on the finish line for this project, the “train” is starting to speed down the
tracks. The current Wonderfeet on Center Street in Rutland closed its doors on February
28, 2023 so we can focus on completing construction and exhibit installation in March and
April. 



$100,000 and above
Casella Waste Systems
The Suzanne Koff Charitable Trust

$10,000-$99,000
The Canaday Family Charitable Trust
Rutland Regional Medical Center
Vermont Community Foundation
The City of Rutland
Paul & Ingrid Gallo
Joan Gamble

$5,000-$10,000
Community Health Centers of the Rutland
Region
Berkshire Bank
WSYB Christmas Fund

$1,000-$5,000
Rutland Mental Health Services
Carris Reels
Town of Rutland
Town of West Rutland
Town of Chittenden
Town of Mendon
VELCO
Engineering Services of Vermont
Claus & Patricia Bartenstein
Robert & Shirley Miller
Pat & Sherman Hunter
Stephen Riordan
Rick Cohen
Andrew & Peggy Shinn
Jennifer & Fred Bagley
Jones Donuts, LLC.

$500-$1,000
Network for Good
Rutland City Public Schools
Abatiello Design Center
Belden Construction LLC.
Justus Cameron
McKernon Construction Group
Ed & Karen Gartner
Ryan, Smith & Carbine

Under $500
Allison Bembe
Heather Case
Amy Martone
Julie McNulty
Rutland Town School
John Humphreys
Neshobe School
Heather Evans
A-1 Sewer & Drain Service, Inc.
Brian Harrington
Jamie Bentley
Karen Gartner
Karen Godnick
Lisa Kerns
McDonald's/Central Vermont Motorcycles
Ron Lazzaro
Sarah Wally
Ted's Pizza Shop
Nicole Root Adams
Heather Craane
Laura Whitman
Andrea Kilroe
Cynthia Ettori
Elizabeth Burnham
Elizabeth Coltey
Susan Schreibman Gross
Wild Kind Toys
Girls Scouts of the Green and White
Mountains
American Online Giving Foundation
Windsor Central Unified Union School
District
Wendy Davenport
Allison Senecal
Ashley Hertford
Elizabeth Gray
Laura Ramos
Leakhena Schechter
Let's Grow Kids
Michael Thompson
Otter Valley Unified Union School District
Rodney Nicklaw
Spruce Farm
Thomas Shortle



Under $500
Alexandra Jakab
Slate Valley Unified Union School District
Jessica Alexandrikc
Carolyn Bruce
Denise Cross
Ernest Bove
Kathleen Krevetski
Laura Eldredge
Rebecca Taylor
Ann Umlauf
Brian Crane
Come Alive Outside
Helen Gassenheimer
Jennie Gartner
John Kulig
Justine Franko
Kristen Piper
Lesley Cashman-Peck
Leslie Bradley
Cheryl Gosselin
Destiny Robertson
Stephen & Janet Cassarino
Jenny Leith
Amanda Lear
Brianna Thompson
Francesca Bertelloni
Katie Valadez
Katie Wallett
Michelle Gillette
David Mitiguy
Marissa Martin
Dawn Bruce
Karl Kuhn
Valerie Fries
Aimee Smith
Alyssa Broughton
Amanda Sheldon
Amber Goss
Amber Patten
Ananda Boyer
Annina Seiler
Bradley Butler
Brittany Austin
Caitlyn Cassidy

Chelsea Armstrong
Christina Kuster
Ciara Kuc
Clair Purcell
Gabrielle Leonard
Harlee Pietkoski
Heather Rodrigues
Jade Morgano
Jessica Lehman
Jessica Ralston
Julianne Mera
Kathleen Edgerton
Kathryn Lucia
Katie Hart
Keri Franzoni
Kim McDonnell
Kimberly Davis-McQuerrey
Kyle Wilson
Leighton Thayer
Lois Austin
Maria Bigelow
Mary Bernier
Matt Busko
Melissa Hurtado
Melissa Theis
Michael Calabrese
Nikole Runyon-Staggs
Randy Dewey
Scott Moseley
Sean Krevelski
Alex Sienkiewicz
Dave Dutton
Derik Kerber
Harlee Pietkoski
Jenna Holmquist
Kelli Deveney
Laura Smith
Margaret Meals
William Moseley
Jennifer Michalke
Marissa Euber
Taconic and Green Regional School District
Sonya Corriveau
Erica Cannella
Adam Becker



Under $500
Anna Garrow
Brenna Kimball
Doris Kelley
Elizabeth Carmody
Elizabeth Richard
Jasmine Roberts
Jesse Purvis
Katie Stiles
Kyle Stultz
Mark Sarno
Melissa Thrift
Mike Coppinger
Nicole Mastroeni
Samantha Greene
Susan Lawrence
Tara Rose
Terry Cavacas
Anna Walker
Before Birth Bonding
Caroline Joyce
Christine Gomez
Four Feathers Farm
Heather Rice
Heidi Shaughnessy
Jacqueline Gauthier
Jenna Hunsinger
Katherine Byrne
Kayla Stanley
Kristin Wilson
Maria Girona
Mark Whalen
Nick Stephens
Ricardo Rivers
Ruth Barnhart
Sara Brass
Wells Springs Unified Union School Distict
Brittany Rajda
Jacob Reed
Katelyn Perry
Michelle Rodriguez
Talis Love
Ama Baer
Anastasia Barrett
Chris Nisbet

Flavia Porch
Jessica Abbott
Leigh-Ann Brown
Meg Cioffi
Melissa Rechner
Michelle Molinari
Randee Lindholm
Samantha Raymond
Linda Perham
Rachel Plevak
White River Valley Supervisory Union
Castleton Free Library
Fletcher Memorial Library
Sarah Dwyer
Abby Bennett
Brandon Free Public Library
Christina Sweet
Elizabeth Morton
Elizabeth Tomsuden
Jillian Hale
Jodie Sheehy
Matthew Bloomer
Rebecca Cook
Hannaford Supermarkets
Candra Prouty
Elizabeth Morris
Heather Rogers
Kalynn McKirryher
Mary McDonald
Meghan Norwood
Olga Peters
Oshen Beayon
Shana Ploof
Vermont Achievement Center
Danielle Monroe
Barbara Lacy
Celina Bronson
Dorothy Jane Connolly
Steven Morris
Alicia Brown
Jessica Danek
Nichole Peterson
Nichole Reynolds
Allisa Greenough-Gerry
Alyssa Moffit



Under $500
Amanda Beitzel
Amanda Cotten
Amber Lafoe
Amy Ferro
Amy Gauthier
April Thorburn
Aric Young
Ashleah Fitzgerald
Ashleigh Lawrence
Ashley Parker
Ashley Rutherford
Ashley Seamah
Barbie Blanchard
Bethany DeMatties
Breanna LaPre
Brianna Cronan
Brigid Kibler
Bryn Williams
Camila Valentin
Carol Parchment
Carrie Bashaw
Carrie Kauffman
Cassandra Demond
Cassie Kerber
Christina Matheson
Cindy McFarland
Courtney Lio
Dolores Riley
Elena Wright
Elizabeth Dumas
Elyssa Salazar
Emily Eleftheriou
Erika Grosso
Erynn Hazlett
Eslerh Gomez
Haley Mistkowski
Hannah Diefendorf
Heather DeRosia
Isabel Nimtz
J'rae Mendall
Jack Kenny
Jaime Manko
Jamie Brown
Jeff Weld

Jennifer Brittenham
Jenny Bloom
Jerica Hughes
Jessie Perry
Joanna Peckham
Kaitlyn Martin
Kameron Willard
Kara Fitzbeauchamp
Karina Jutzi
Kate Josselyn
Katrina Caouette
Katy Hannah
Kayla Cook
Kazandra Griffin
Kelly Walsh
Kelsey Foley
Kevin Garvey
Kiaria Corbett
Kim Rayborn
Kimberly Pearsall
Lacey Moreau
Lakeisha Lamb
Larissa Riviezzo
Laurie Perry
Laurie Quinn
Laurie Smith
Leanne Reed
Leanne Ruell
Lisa Muthersbaugh
Mahasen Boshnag
Mary Plunkett
Melanie Laraway
Melissa "Kiah" Oechslie
Melissa Morrison
Melissa Omand
Michelle Grabaszewski
Natalie Gunnip
Nicole Garvey
Nicole Hansen
Nicole Liebig
Olivia Gillespie
Paige Torres
Rebecca Halvorsen
Robert Moffitt
Ruthie Tenenbaum



Under $500
Sabina Smiechowski
Sabrina Stone-Worobe
Samantha Bodette
Samantha Hazelton
Samantha Walker
Sara Gammella
Sarah Cook
Staizla Kalata
Stephanie Atwood
Stephanie Wilcox
Tinisha Shea
Yelena Gelzayd
Elizabeth Stewart
Rebecca Robare


	2022 Annual report
	Wonderfeet 2022 Community Impact
	2021 EIC end of year update
	2022 Donors (1)

